Nemours,

Nemours, one of the
nation’s. Iargest _children’s
health  systems, recently
announced a community
partnership between Nemours
and The Harmony Institute to
study the significant impact
that nature, in the form of
therapeutic gardens and ani-
mals, can have on children’s
health, ‘wellness and the over-
all' healing process. -

© "We are very pleased to

begin this evidence-based scien-
tific work studying the impact
that nature can have on chil-
dren's health,” Dr. David Rai-
ley, ‘president and chief execu-
tive officet for Nemours, stated
in a press release.
with Harmony defines the type
of innovative thinking and work
that our new, free-standing chil-
dren's hospxtal and health care

campus < will ‘bring to " Central |

Florida. This partnershipallows
us fo'more broadly explore the

“Our work -
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true meaning of integrated care
for children with long-term and
complex illnesses.” .

Martha Lentz, The Harmo-
ny Institute founder and presi-
dent said, the institute is

extremely- gratified to have
“ established this' working rela- -

tionship with . Nemours.

“We look forward to improv-
ing the quality of health care for
children in Central Florida and
beyond by demonstrating - the
values of human-animal-nature

interactions as. part of their -

whole recovery,” Lentz sdid.
“Fhe riissions of our organiza-
tions are so similar in their
long-term commitment to inno-
vative public health solutions
that it seemed only natural for
us to work together.”
The results of this work that
s being led by members of the
institute’s ~ Center Advisory
Board from Texas A&M, Pur-

due University and Florida Insti-

tute of. Technology could signif-
icantly -help promote Central
Florida as a leading health care
region in the United - States,
Nemours officigls stated.
Nemours announced -in

early December that it had.
“signed a contract to purchase

approximately 118 acres in the
Lake Nona area off Boggy
Creek Road and south of State
Road 417, on which to build an
integrated pediatric health care
system. The study will also look
at the potential shared pro-
grams; between Nemours’
Boggy Creek site and the Har-
mony {Institute’s 100 acres
within the community of Har-
mony, ‘which is east of St.
Cloud off U.S. Highway 192.°

“Synergies achieved by
commimlty parinerships like
the. one” with The Harmony
Institute; as well as others in the
proposed medical and bio med-
ical research community, can

be try revoluhonazy in the

way they shape children’s. ...

health care and the future of
the region,” Bailey said. “These
are building blocks for the
future.”

. The Agency for Healtheare
. Administration preliminarily . #
applica--
tiort in June that set foith a-
comprehensive plan for con-’

approved Nemours’

ducting clinical research, gradu-
ate medical education, allied

health training and specialty -

clinical  services ‘delivered
through a pediatric hospital,

comprehensive specialty cliriic ”

and ambulatory diagnostic serv-
ices center at Lake Nona.

The Harmony 'Institute is a
non-profit foundation started in
1996. Lentz, a former director
of the Orlando Humane Soci-
ety, formed the institute to pro-
mote the public health value .of
living in close- proximity te ani-
mals and natural wildlife ecolo-

" nation’s
health systems “offers an inte-

“tredtment -

‘iBuPont’s -begilest more than

‘grown into a multi-dimension-

-tive care focused on children.

gies. The Institute was named
Jdn. memory-.of Margaret Har-
mony Eastman, the mother of’
the founder. °
Nemours, “one.:
largest” “pediatric
grdted - ‘spectrim of -clinical *

research, advocacy and edu-
Cational heaith and prevention

“services extending to all fami- -
“lies-in the communities it

“serves. Starting with Alfred L
70 years ago, Nemours has

al organization offering per-
sonalized: clinical and. preven-.

.- Nemours owns and operates
the Alfred I duPont Hospital

“for Children in Wilmington,

Del., along with children’s spe-
cxaliy clinics in both Wilmington

~and - in Jacksonville, Orlando

.and Pensacola.

of . the -

- coupled - -with -
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Martha Lentz, foundet
of The Harmony Insti-
tute, at a recent meefing
of the institute.




