When Andrea Eliscu had the opportuaity to
join with some friends to meet Dr. Deborah
German, she says it was German's infectious
enthusiasm to create a new medical school chat
has driven het to be intimately involved with the
project ever since.

“We met at my home in January of last year
and I was just taken by her energy,” said Eliscu,
who markets health care and physicians” practices.
“Afrer talking with hex, my friends and I were
lamenting what a tragedy it would be if the school
failed. It is 2 tremendous challenge, since there is
really no mode! for starting a medical school like
this. It hasn’t been done for about 20
years.”

In March of 06, the Florida Board of
Governors approved the establishment
of a medical degree ar the University
of Central Florida. The medical college
plans to enzoll 40 students in irs initial
class in 2009 - eventually producing
about 120 graduates annually.

Conrractors broke ground on the
Lake Nona project Jast year. The cam-
pus will include the Burnett College of
Biomedical Sciences, a medical library
and other UCF health sciesices programs,

When hited away from the Vandexbile
School of Medicine, where she served as
senior associate dean, German. was faced
with developing a cursicalum for the
college to secure preliminary accredita-
tion (the school won’t be fully accredited
until its fourth year of operation) — with
the goal of starting classes in the fall of
next year.

Bur what abous attracting the students?

“That’s what really got me interested in sup-
porting her and the college,” Eliscu said. “T knew

we needed to get very creative to aturact the level
of students we were looking for to. the college.”

After surveying residents and potential appli-
cants, they identified many issues to address, but
the surveys — and their discussions ~ continued to
come back to scholarships.

“This is really a college that was created by
our community,” said Eliscu. “That’s why, when
Deborah came up with the idea of providing
full scholarships to the first 40 students of the

charter class, I really got involved with the effort.

That first year sets the bar, and full scholarships
would allow us to attract some of che brightest

Wben the UCF Calige of Medicine was acaredited in February 2008, Dean Deboreah German
and UCF Prestdent fobn Hitt made the anmscesvent daring a press confirence

students to the college.”
So, last June, the new college kicked off a cam-

paign to raise $6.4 million to cover the charter stu-

dents’ scholarships. According to the Association

of American Medical Colleges, no other medical
school has ever funded an entire class.

Although she was giving her time to the fund-
raising efforts, Eliscu was concerned because she
also wanted to putchase a scholarship in the mem-
ory of her late husband, Edward H. Eliscu, M.D.
~ 2 well-known communicy leader in corporate
giving who had chaired the radiology department at
Orlando Regional Medical Center for the Medical
Center Radiology Groué, However, she couldn’
afford the entire amount. {Fach scholarship totals
$160,000 and covers the cost of wition and living
expenses for one medical smdent over four years.)

“T mentioned this o my old frend and
former neighbor, Harrietr Lake, when we
ran into each other ar a coffee shop,” she
saidl. “Hagriert, who is a well-known philan-
thropist locally, said if T could come up with
half she would split the cost with me”

The partnesship resulted in the Edward
H. Eliscw and Hy Lake Scholarship.

“I'm proud and 1 think my husband
would be, too,” Eliscu said.

The two are just a few of the people
and organizations which have helped
make this unique approach to attracting
students 2 reality,

Last month, 39 of the 40 scholarships
had been funded.

Mark Milunski, M.D., FACC, FACP,

a cardiologist with Florida Heart Group
in Orlando, said his group purchased one
because it is for 2 good cause — nort only
for the medical community, but for the
Jocal community as 2 whole.

“Ir's a worthy cause, especially with the shorage
of doctors thar we are expecting 1o face nationwide,
and in Florida, in the very near future,” Milunski
said. “I've seen projections thar there will be a dra-







